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Polarized-light micrography has been employed to investigate the micro
structures formed in the carbonization and graphitization of a coal-tar pitch 
from which the insoluble particles have been removed by solvent extraction. 
Prominent features in the polarized-light extinction contours are the nades and 
crosses, which are identified as four types of linear defects in the stacking of the 
aromatic layer planes. The coalescence process produces mostly cross-type 
stacking defects, but the deformati- - --" .... ,__e plastic mesophase caused by the 
percolation of gas bubbles results in: t increase in the number of stacking 
defects and the formation of highly c :egions with many folds in the layer 
planes. The principal effects of furt treatment may be summarized as 

J} 
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